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Pastor Shoemaker’s New Stole 

In the Lutheran Church, and in many other 

churches, the pastor wears vestments when 

leading worship.  Vestments were commanded by 

God in Exodus 28 when God said, “You shall make 

holy garments for glory and for beauty.  These are 

the garments which they shall make.”  Throughout 

the ages the church has continued to follow this 

command of God.  The vestments our pastor wears 

are signs of his ecclesiastical office.  One of the 

garments our pastors wear is a stole.    

 In the civilized world of the Greeks and 

Romans, renowned philosophers and notable 

scholars wore a large shawl-like garment over their 

tunics.  The garment gradually became smaller, 

and by the fourth century, it was the size of a scarf.  

Roman senators wore this scarf as a symbol of 

their official responsibilities and as the badge of a 

Roman dignitary.   

 In the church the stole was worn by those 

designated to lead public prayer and may have had 

its origin in the prayer shawls of late Judaism.  The 

word stole comes from a Greek word (stola) that 

denotes a long, flowing robe, similar to those worn 

by the Jewish scribes in the Gospel accounts.   

 We Lutherans have retained the use of the 

stole.  Because Lutherans understand that pastors 

hold the office of the public ministry, the stole is a 

visible sign of the pastors’ official responsibilities.  

Stoles match the color of the season.  The color of 

Advent is blue. 

 Pastor Shoemaker did not own a blue 

stole so he has purchased a new one.  If you look at 

the symbols on his new blue stole you may notice 

they are the same as the symbols on our hymnal, 

the Lutheran Service Book.  Let’s review what they 

mean. 

  

 

 

 

On one side the symbols depict the means of 

grace, through which the Gospel goes forth into 

our lives and to all the world.  The means of grace  

 

are the Word of God and the Sacraments of Holy  

Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  From the top to 

the bottom, we have an open Bible which 

represents the Word of God.  Next there is the 

symbol of a shell with three drops of water falling 

from it.  This represents Holy Baptism, where our 

heavenly Father adopts us as His very own children 

and we receive the gifts of forgiveness, spiritual life 

and eternal salvation.  The last symbol is a chalice 

and grapes and grains of wheat.  Through bread 

and wine our Lord Jesus gives us His very body and 

blood for the forgiveness of our sins, to strengthen 

our faith and to reconcile us to God and to one 

another.   

On the other side of the stole the Holy 

Trinity is pictured in the form of the creative and 

sustaining hand of God.  This is the symbol for God 

the Father.  The second symbol is of a cross on 

which our Savior Jesus died, paying in full the price 

of our sinfulness.  The third symbol is that of a 

descending dove, reminding us of God the Holy 

Spirit.  He brings us to faith through Word and 

Sacrament and keeps us in the one true faith. 

The blue color reminds us of heaven and 

of the sure and certain hope that we have that one 

day we shall be with our loving God in the beauty 

and the glory and the majesty of heaven for all 

eternity.  

Advent Blessings, 

Pastor Shoemaker 

 

 

Proclaiming Jesus, the Living Water 
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SERMON TITLES 

for December 
 

December 5 

Advent 2 

  

Luke 3:1-14 

Preparing for                    

Christmas 

 

   December 12    

   Advent 3 

 

  Luke 7:18-28 

Looking for Another 

 

 

  December 19 

  Advent 4 

   

  Hebrews 10:5-10 

The Perfect 

Present 

                                 

 

     December 26 

     Christmas Day 

     

      Isaiah 62:10-12 

      Your Salvation 

                     Comes    

 

WINDOWS of LGLC 
 

 
The beautiful stained-glass windows 

of Lake George Lutheran Chapel were 

dedicated on May 29, 2011. In the narthex 

of the Chapel are two stained glass 

windows that represent the beginning of 

the life of our Lord. These two windows 

remind us of two very important moments 

about the incarnation of our Lord Jesus.   

The first window has the angel 

Gabriel visiting the Virgin Mary and 

announcing to her that she would be the 

mother of our Lord.  We believe and 

confess that this miraculous conception of 

Jesus happened because God the Holy Spirit 

came upon her and enabled Mary to 

conceive Jesus in her womb.   

The second window celebrates the 

birth of our Savior.  We do not know the 

exact date of Jesus’ birth.  Most of the 

Christian Church has chosen to celebrate 

this momentous event on December 25.  

When the gift of the Christ Child came into 

the world the angels in heaven rejoiced at 

His birth.  The tradition of giving gifts at this 

time came about because God has given us 

the greatest gift of all, the gift of His Son, 

our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
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The word “advent" is from the Latin word for 

“coming,” and as such, describes the “coming” 

of our Lord Jesus Christ into the flesh. 

Advent begins the church year because the 

church year begins where Jesus' earthly life 

began — in the Old Testament prophecies of 

his incarnation. After Advent comes 

Christmas, which is about his birth; then 

Epiphany, about his miracles and ministry; 

then Lent, about his Calvary-bound mission; 

then Easter, about his resurrection and the 

sending of the apostles; and then Ascension 

(40 days after Easter) and Pentecost, with the 

sending of the Holy Spirit. 

The first half of the church year 

(approximately December through June) 

highlights the life of Christ. The second half 

(approximately June through November) 

highlights the teachings of Christ. The parables 

and miracles play a big part here. That's "the 

church year in a nutshell," and it should help 

reveal how Advent fits into "the big picture." 

Advent specifically focuses on Christ's 

"coming," but Christ's coming manifests itself 

among us in three ways — past, present, and 

future. 

The readings which highlight Christ's coming 

in the past focus on the Old Testament 

prophecies of his incarnation at Bethlehem. 

The readings, which highlight Christ's coming 

in the future, focus on his "second coming" on 

the Last Day at the end of time. And the 

readings that highlight Christ's coming in the 

present focus on his ministry among us 

through Word and Sacrament today. 

 

The traditional use of Advent candles 

(sometimes held in a wreath) originated in 

eastern Germany even prior to the 

Reformation. As this tradition came down to 

us by the beginning of this century, it involved 

three purple candles and one pink candle. 

The purple candles matched the purple 

paraments on the altar (purple for the royalty 

of the coming King). The pink candle was the 

third candle to be lit (not the fourth) on 

Gaudete Sunday, the Third Sunday of Advent. 

"Gaudete" means "Rejoice!" in Latin, which is 

taken from Phil. 4:4. 

("Rejoice! ... the Lord is near"). Hence a "pink" 

candle was used to signify "rejoicing." Some 

also included a white "Christ candle" in the 

middle to be lit during the 12 days of 

Christmas (Dec. 25 to Jan. 5) 
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Birthdays 

Robbie Clary 

Mike Saalfrank 

Todd Scherer 

Jeff Smith 

Homebound Members 
Remember our shut-ins with 

cards of encouragement!  

Robert & Margie Beebe 

Todd Scherer 

Jeff Smith 

Jerry and Jeri Threlkeld 

 

Lutheran Church Extension 

Fund 
Check out investment opportunities at 

www.lcef.org. LGLC has investments with 

LCEF and has prospered through their 

financial management.  

 

Online Worship 

We are now live streaming our 9am 

service.  Go to our website at: 

www.lakegeorgelutheran.org 

and click on the link and you will be a part 

of the live service. If you wish to view the 

service at a later time, click on the link 

and enjoy the same service as it was 

recorded.   

 

 

Supporting 

the Mission 

God has 

entrusted 

to LGLC                
Your offering of 

gifts and online gifts continue to enable 

LGLC to support, sustain and grow the 

ministry at home, in our community and 

worldwide.  You are making a difference 

with you regular and faithful gifts.  Thank 

you ever so much! 

Please use this link to place your gift: 

www.lakegeorgelutheran.org 

 

 
 

Hopeful Living is a daily devotion 

written for seniors by seniors 

HOPE-FULL LIVING'S MISSION: 

To inspire God's seniors with the    assurance 

that "This very day, I have a body, a mind, a 

spirit and a message - God's rejuvenating 

Gospel message to and through me - to 

share with my world, my friends and my 

Lord."To order call: 1-800-779-0846 

https://hopefullliving.org/ 

Link to The Broadcaster 
https://worshipanew.org/resources/ 
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During the 

season of 

Advent, we 

anticipate the 

coming of the 

Christ-Child.  In 

a world where 

many are 

hopeless, we 

look to Jesus as 

our hope.  This 

world is not 

the place to 

invest our 

hopes for this 

world is only 

here for a little 

while.  Soon 

we pass on 

and soon this 

world shall 

pass on.  Our 

only hope is to be found in our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ.  God sent Jesus to be our 

hope.  The Jews waited for centuries for the 

coming Messiah.  They had high hopes for 

him.  They believed the Messiah would bring 

about new life and new opportunities.  They 

believed the Messiah would rid them of all 

oppression.  It is true the Messiah did bring 

about new life and rid the world of 

oppression.  But the Jews understood this as 

an earthly event and not a spiritual matter.  

How blessed we are that we look to Jesus for 

our hope beyond this life.  As the writer of the 

letter to the Hebrews penned, “We have this 

hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and 

secure.”  Hebrews 6:19. In Jesus we have a 

sure and certain hope.  It is this hope that we 

celebrate in Advent and at Christmas. 

 Christ is our joy.  That is why we sing 

at Christmas, “Joy to the world, the Lord is 

come!  Let earth receive its King.”  Joy is much 

different than happiness.  People are happy, 

amused, and merry on Christmas Day as they 

give and receive gifts.  But joy is much 

different.  Joy is a gift we receive from God.  It 

is something we bring to a situation.  In the 

midst of trying times a person can be filled 

with a quiet joy.  Joy comes when we look to 

Jesus for the greatest good in our lives.  St. 

Paul reminds the Philippians to “Rejoice in the 

Lord always.  I will say it again: Rejoice!”  

Philippians 4:4. Joy is grounded in Jesus.  Joy is 

what we share with others.  In this season of 

Advent and Christmas we share our joy, the 

joy we have in Jesus. 

 Christ is our peace.  We call Jesus the 

Prince of Peace.  To the disciples Jesus said, 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  I 

do not give to you as the world gives.  Do not 

let your hearts be troubled and do not be 

afraid.”   John 14:27. What greater gift can one 

have on earth than God’s peace?  There is no 

greater gift than to be at peace with God, for 

to be at peace with God is to be at peace with 

oneself.  Peace is that quiet confidence and 

surety, beyond our explanation, that comforts 

our hearts even in the most trying 

circumstance.  It is that unseen strength and 

hope that causes our spirits to soar and to 

rejoice in our Redeemer.  It is Jesus Himself.    

It is Christ who is our Hope, our Joy, and our 

Peace for this life and the next.  We celebrate 

with the angels Christ’s salvation and await 

that day of glory when we shall join them in 

heaven’s choir. 

 Join us in the Lord’s House in 

December as we celebrate the birth and the 

life of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ whose 

birth, we celebrate this Christmas.   
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Weekly Scripture Readings & Sermon Summaries 

December 2021 

 

 

December 5, 2021 – Second Sunday in Advent  

Psalm 66:1-12; Malachi 3:1-7b; Luke 3:1-14  

“Sharing the Word” - Sermon Text: Malachi 3:1-7b - Rev. Paul Shoemaker   

  

John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus. Through our words and actions, we help to prepare the 

way so others may hear and believe in our Savior.  

  

December 12, 2021 – Third Sunday in Advent  

Psalm 85; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 7:18-28  

“The Lord is at Hand!” - Sermon Text: Philippians 4:4-7 - Rev. William Mueller  

  

The Apostle Paul is moved by the Spirit of God to write encouraging words to God’s beleaguered, but 

faithful, people. Do not let your current circumstances be the final verdict on God’s assessment of 

you. Instead, look to Jesus and rejoice that the Lord is at hand!  

  

December 19, 2021 – Fourth Sunday in Advent *The Nativity of Our Lord - Christmas Day 

Observed 

Psalm 2; Hebrews 1:1-6; John 1:1-14  

“Hi God!” - Sermon Text: John 1:1, 14 - Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer  

  

Hi God! Can you imagine addressing the Lord of the Universe in such a familiar way? When we 

recognize that He became flesh, that He “moved into the neighborhood” of our messy lives and, 

through our witness, into the lives of others . . . then we rejoice that He became one of us  

  

December 26, 2021 – First Sunday after Christmas 

Psalm 111; Exodus 13:1-3a, 11-15; Luke 2:29-30  

“Life After Christmas” - Sermon Text: Luke 2:22-40 - Rev. Thomas Eggold  

  

In the days to come, as the decorations go back into the attic, as the lights come down, and as the 

tree disappears from the living room, please remember that the Christmas story doesn’t end here. 

And, as we begin a New Year and move forward each day in Christ, we draw closer to the truth 

that there is life after Christmas. 
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